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Support new and returning Unified Champion Schools in Washington with funding to establish or expand:
e Unified Sports
e Inclusive Youth Leadership
e Whole School Engagement

Funding enables sustainable, school-wide inclusion for students with and without Intellectual and
Development Disabilities. Special Olympics Washington receives funds from Special Olympics North America
through the U.S. Department of Education to support the Special Olympics Unified Champion Schools
Stragey.

e Submit your Commitment to Inclusion Form for the 2025-2026 school year.
Email completed Funding Request to UnifiedSchools@sowa.org for review and approval

e Underserved Communities- A school that meets 2 of the 3 criteria:
o 75% Free and Reduced Lunch
o 75% Black and Brown students
o Title 1 School
e Non-Underserved Communities- A school that does not meet the above criteria

e New- Aschool thatis new to the unified movement and did not participate during the previous
school year.

e Returning - A school that participated in any Unified Champion Schools component during the
previous school year. The school is looking to expand its current offerings.

o Supplies: Paper, markers, stickers, posters

o Equipment: Uniforms (excluding shoes), sports gear, reusable banners

e Transportation: To Unified sports events (league/district); use cost-efficient methods, excluding
state competitions

e Facilities: Rental or custodial costs for school-based Unified activities

e Stipends: For coaches or advisors working outside instructional time (e.g., lunch/advisory periods),
covering full seasons (practice + competition)

Activities with an imbalanced ratio (greater than 25%) of students with/without disabilities
One-off celebrations (e.g., pizza parties)

Field trips including students not in Unified programs

Staff pay during instructional time or staff incentives

General arts/crafts or classroom supplies unrelated to Unified programs

Electronic devices (e.g., tablets, cameras)

Fundraising materials

Apparel or shoes

Funding Request will be evaluated on effective and efficient use of funds, needs, reach, and depth. Focus
should be placed on activities that bring students together regularly in nearly equal ratios, or as close as
possible, so they can form relationships and meaningful interactions.

1 Special Olympics Washington


mailto:UnifiedSchools@sowa.org

Special Olympics
Unified Champion
Schools’

UNIFIED CHAMPI**N SCHOOLS - &5

Budget and Funding Request: 2025-2026
**

*
*
R

¢

*
*

NON- Underserved Communities Funding Le\ *

Must offer 3 Components: Unified Sports,

Inclusive Youth Leadership, AND Whole School X
Engagement
Must offer 2 Components: Unified Sports +
Inclusive Youth Leadership OR Whole School X

Engagement

1 Component: Unified Sports Only

Must offer 3 Components: Unified Sports,
Inclusive Youth Leadership, AND Whole School
Engagement

Must offer 2 Components: Unified Sports +
Inclusive Youth Leadership OR Whole School
Engagement

Unified Club and/or Whole School Engagement

1 Component: Unified Sports Only

X

Unified Club and/or Whole School Engagement

Underserved Communities Funding Levels:

Must offer 3 Components: Unified Sports,
Inclusive Youth Leadership, AND Whole School
Engagement

Must offer 2 Components: Unified Sports +
Inclusive Youth Leadership OR Whole School
Engagement

Must offer 3 Components: Unified Sports,
Inclusive Youth Leadership, AND Whole School
Engagement

1 Component: Unified Sports Only

Must offer 2 Components: Unified Sports +
Inclusive Youth Leadership OR Whole School
Engagement

X

1 Component: Unified Sports Only

Unified Club and/or Whole School Engagement

Unified Club and/or Whole School Engagement
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School Name: New School| |Returning School
Requesting Funds as a:[ |Underserved Community] |[NON-Underserved Community

Budget Line

item Amount & Items Requested Justification on Need- Be Specific Match/In-Kind Amount

Supplies

Equipment

Transportation

Facility

Stipends

TOTAL SCHOOL
TOTAL REQUESTED FROM SOWA MATCH

Total

Printed Name Signature Date
By signing, | agree the above funds will be used in the 2025-2026 school year for the Unified activities listed in the Commitment

to Inclusion form. | understand the school must do these activities and complete the SOWA Unified Schools Final Report
providing impact numbers. If not, the school will be ineligible to receive funds next year.

Please email completed form to UnifiedSchools@sowa.org
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